
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Galloping Gumnut  
Our Year in Review

Director’s Catchup …    
It’s hard to believe that we are so close the end of another year 

and what a busy year it has been. I am very privileged to work 

with such an amazing dedicated staff team who make my role, 

as Director, that much easier. I also want to acknowledge the 

hard-working Committee members who volunteer their time 

selflessly to manage and run Galloping Gumnut. Without them 

we would not have a Service.   

Management Committee Members during 2016:                                                                                                         

Michael Burns; Aaron & Sarah Faulds; Melinda McKellar; Kate 

Bird; Lisa Henson; Sonia Nunan; Jennifer Hotham & Kelly 

Benjamin. 

Of course, to the children and families from the many 

communities that we visit, weekly, fortnightly and monthly, 

thank you for continuing to support our Mobile Service. Sadly, 

this year brought tragedy to some of our families past and 

present. Staff were able to offer support for our current families 

throughout their journey. As ‘Mobilers’, our role often involves 

more than being an educator. 

The Noah’s Ark Babies Group has continued to grow in numbers 

and I am pleased that we are able, in partnership with Hoskins 

Uniting Church, to offer such a unique Play Session. In Term 2 

we started a Play Session at Kelso in partnership with Bathurst 

Area Health and we also celebrated the 1st year Anniversary of 

the Ulan Play Session that we support through visits twice per 

term. Numbers at Black Springs decreased and it was 

unfortunately no longer viable to continue in this location. 

However, in June we replaced this Session by returning to one 

of our original locations, Hampton. O’Connell Preschool is in the 

process of relocating to the O’Connell School Library and the 

Cullen Bullen session will be moving to Cullen Bullen Public 

School in 2017. 

No year working on a Mobile would be complete without having 

encountered unexpected events. This year was no exception as 

snow arrived on more than one occasion as did the floods, 

which on one occasion resulted in a bogged truck.  

We are looking forward to finishing our year with celebrations 

at each of our venues during the coming weeks. Perthville & 

Wattle Flat 6/12; Hargraves 7/12; Ilford Play Session & 

O’Connell Preschool 8/12; Sunny Corner 9/12; O’Connell Play 

Session; Babies Group & Perthville Preschool 12/12; Kelso 

14/12; Cullen Bullen & Ulan 15/12 & Hampton 16/12 

 

 

 

 

Staff 
Perhaps the highlight for the staff team was the birth of 

3 babies. A daughter, Nellie, for Lauren, a son, Cooper, 

for Jess & a daughter, Ava, for Sofie. We also welcomed 

several new casual staff to our team throughout the year 

including, Julie Vought, Emma Marlor, Sarah Jackson, 

Nicole Kunst & Kate Martin.  

The Service is committed to providing ongoing training 

for staff to ensure your children continue to receive high 

quality education & care. This year the focus, as 

identified in our Quality Improvement Plan, was in the 

area of ‘Guiding Children’s Behaviour’. Along with the 

whole team having ‘in house training’ early in the year, 

other workshops were attended throughout the year. 

Staff updated their Child Protection, Education & Care 

First Aid and CPR training. Carol, also had the fantastic 

opportunity of attending the biannual Early Childhood 

Australia Conference in Darwin.  

We are fortunate to currently have 4 of our staff, 

Kerryne, Vicki, Jess & Brooke upgrading their 

qualifications to Diploma level and Robyn is completing 

her Certificate 3.  

 



 

 

We would like to wish all the children and families a 

joyous festive season and a happy and safe holiday 

The Galloping Gumnut Staff Team 

Carol, Karen, Kerryne, Brooke, Vicki, Chantelle, Sofie, Robyn, Julie, Lisa, Jess, 

Lauren, Sandra, Bev, Amanda, Sarah, Emma & Nicole 

As part of our Outreach funds, 

received from the NSW 

Department of Education, we 

contracted Ceane from Ngroo 

to spend a day at each of the 

Preschools. Throughout the 

day, the children were 

involved in a range of 

experiences related to 

learning more about 

Aboriginal culture. These 

included making powder from 

ochre rock which was turned 

into body paint, listening to 

dreamtime stories and looking 

at the message stick. The stick 

had goanna tracks painted on 

it. Ceane explained that the 

message stick is used to help 

us listen and take turns “show 

respect”. The person who is 

talking holds the message stick 

in his/her hand while 

everyone else listens.  

 

Family Days & Community Involvement 

During the year, the Service has again been actively involved in the family days 

& special celebrations that are held throughout many of the communities that 

we visit. These included, Bowenfels Family Day, Bathurst Family Fun Day, 

Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Children’s Day at Kelso, Portland Family Fun 

Day, Rylstone Fun Day, the Perthville Fair and Back to Hartley. 

Staff attended several interagency meetings and/or events within the Lithgow, 

Bathurst and Mudgee local Government Areas. We presented an information 

session for HIPPY in Lithgow on ‘Learning through Play’ and collaborated with 

SDN, Early Childhood Links to provide two Parenting Information Sessions for our 

Noah’s Ark Babies Group families. 

 


